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8th Grade Quarter 1 

Reading 

Students will:  • Analyze a text by providing strong textual evidence to support inferences 

• Identify elements that determine a theme 

• Analyze how dialogue or events in a story impact story development 

• Interpret the words and phrases used in a text 

• Differentiate between points of view 

• Compare and contrast different mediums of the same text  

Vocabulary  
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Common Core Standards Explanations & Examples 

HUSD Support 

Materials & 

Resources 

8 RL 1 

Cite the textual evidence that most 
strongly supports an analysis of what the 
text says explicitly as well as inferences 
drawn from the text. 

Graphic Organizer 
As you read novels and/or short stories, take notes in your journal about 
the story characters, plot, theme, and setting. As you take notes about 
these categories, think about how the setting impacts the story. Be sure to 
note page numbers with relevant information that is explicitly stated or 
implied, so you can go back and cite the text during class discussion. 
• Who are the major character(s)? 
• What is the problem faced by the character(s)? How do/does he/she/they 
resolve the problem? 
• What is the theme of the novel (i.e., good vs. evil; overcoming challenges, 
etc.)? 
• What is the impact of the setting(s) on the characters? 
• Is the impact of the setting stated or implied? 
• What unique words and phrases are used to describe the setting(s)? 
Your teacher may give you the opportunity to share your notes with a 
partner who read the same text, prior to class discussion.  

HUSD Materials, 

Resources, and 

Assessments 

 

http://sharepoint.husd.org/sites/promethean/Shared%20Documents/Forms/normal.aspx?RootFolder=%2fsites%2fpromethean%2fShared%20Documents%2f7%2d12%20Language%20Arts%2f8th%20Grade&Folder
http://sharepoint.husd.org/sites/promethean/Shared%20Documents/Forms/normal.aspx?RootFolder=%2fsites%2fpromethean%2fShared%20Documents%2f7%2d12%20Language%20Arts%2f8th%20Grade&Folder
http://sharepoint.husd.org/sites/promethean/Shared%20Documents/Forms/normal.aspx?RootFolder=%2fsites%2fpromethean%2fShared%20Documents%2f7%2d12%20Language%20Arts%2f8th%20Grade&Folder
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(RL.8.1, RL.8.2, RL.8.4) 
 
• Students will identify specific instances in text that most strongly support 
an explicit or inferential analysis of the text. Citations may be written or 
orally presented. 
• Students will paraphrase or quote directly from text to support their 
analysis or inference in a formal (e.g., essay, literary response, summary, 
presentation, etc.) or informal (e.g., discussion, journal response, etc.) 
written or oral response to literature. 
• Students will read a piece of historical fiction and support the events 
using primary source documents. 
(SS08.S1C1.05, SS08.S2C1.05, ET08.S3C2.02) 

8 RL 2 

Determine a theme or central idea of a 
text and analyze its development over the 
course of the text, including its 
relationship to the characters, setting, and 
plot; provide an objective summary of the 
text.  
 
(Level: Infer, Identify Patterns, Compare) 

Write a Poem 
Read haiku poems from Stone Bench in an Empty Park by Paul Janeczko and 
concrete poems from Technically, It’s Not My Fault by John Grandits. Next, 
compare the portrayal of the grocery bag in “Bag in the Wind” by Ted 
Kooser to "The Evolution of the Grocery Bag" by Hentry Petroski. How does 
the structure of each text impact the meaning? Write a concrete or haiku 
poem about a grocery bag and accompanied by a visual/digital illustration. 
Share your poem with your classmates.  
(RL.8.5, W.8.4, RL.8.2, RI.8.2, SL.8.6) 
 
• Students will identify theme or central idea as an underlying message an 
author conveys in a piece of writing. Students identify a theme or central idea 
in a text and follow it through an entire text. Students provide an objective 
summary of the theme or central idea as evidenced by character relationships, 
setting, and plot development. 
• Students will understand that theme is suggested by connections among 
setting, characters, and plot.  Students will describe the connections between 
these elements.  For example, in Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry by Mildred D. 
Taylor, the theme of “perseverance” is evident and can be followed throughout 
the chapters of the novel. Students will explain how the theme changes or 
affects the characters, setting, and plot as well as how the plot, characters, and 
setting support the theme.  

HUSD Materials, 

Resources, and 

Assessments 

 

http://sharepoint.husd.org/sites/promethean/Shared%20Documents/Forms/normal.aspx?RootFolder=%2fsites%2fpromethean%2fShared%20Documents%2f7%2d12%20Language%20Arts%2f8th%20Grade&Folder
http://sharepoint.husd.org/sites/promethean/Shared%20Documents/Forms/normal.aspx?RootFolder=%2fsites%2fpromethean%2fShared%20Documents%2f7%2d12%20Language%20Arts%2f8th%20Grade&Folder
http://sharepoint.husd.org/sites/promethean/Shared%20Documents/Forms/normal.aspx?RootFolder=%2fsites%2fpromethean%2fShared%20Documents%2f7%2d12%20Language%20Arts%2f8th%20Grade&Folder
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8 RL 3 

Analyze how particular lines of dialogue or 
incidents in a story or drama propel the 
action, 
reveal aspects of a character, or provoke a 
decision. 

Dramatization/Fluency 
Choose your favorite selection from “Acolytes: Poems” by Nikki Giovanni or 
from “The Book of Questions” by Pablo Neruda. Talk with a classmate about 
the meaning of the poem chosen. Practice reading it, changing the words 
emphasized and inflection used. Perform it dramatically for your class, 
choosing two different interpretations. Be sure you can articulate how the 
different interpretations change the tone and mood of the poem. 
 (RL.8.2, RL.8.3, SL.8.6) 
 
• Students will examine particular instances of dialogue or occurrences in a 
story that propel the action or advance the plot, reveal aspects of a 
character or develop a character, or provoke a decision. For example, in A 
Separate Peace by John Knowles, a student analysis reflects that when 
Phineas falls from the tree limb, the plot is advanced, aspects of character 
are made evident, and decisions are provoked.  
• Students will analyze historical events, speeches, etc., that reveal aspects 
of character or provoke a decision.  
 (SS08.S1C4) 

HUSD Materials, 

Resources, and 

Assessments 

 

8 RL 4 

Determine the meaning of words and 
phrases as they are used in a text, 
including figurative and connotative 
meanings; analyze the impact of specific 
word choices on meaning and tone, 
including analogies or allusions to other 
texts.  
 
(Level: Identify Patterns, Interpret) 

Class Discussion 
Compare and contrast settings, characters, plots, and themes of the various 
novels you have read this year. Can you begin to make any generalizations 
about the impact the urban setting has on these stories? What are they?  
(SL.8.1, RL.8.4) 
 
• Students will interpret the meaning of figurative language and 
connotations as they are used in a text. Students will critique the impact of 
specific words to an author’s meaning and tone.  
• Students will make connections to outside text that is referenced by the 
author of the text they are reading.  
• Students will recognize analogies that an author presents (e.g., to current 
events, political satire, famous figures). 
• Students will analyze the impact of specific word choices on meaning and 
tone in historical and legal documents. (SS08.S3C3.05; 07; 08; 09) 

HUSD Materials, 

Resources, and 

Assessments 

 

 

http://sharepoint.husd.org/sites/promethean/Shared%20Documents/Forms/normal.aspx?RootFolder=%2fsites%2fpromethean%2fShared%20Documents%2f7%2d12%20Language%20Arts%2f8th%20Grade&Folder
http://sharepoint.husd.org/sites/promethean/Shared%20Documents/Forms/normal.aspx?RootFolder=%2fsites%2fpromethean%2fShared%20Documents%2f7%2d12%20Language%20Arts%2f8th%20Grade&Folder
http://sharepoint.husd.org/sites/promethean/Shared%20Documents/Forms/normal.aspx?RootFolder=%2fsites%2fpromethean%2fShared%20Documents%2f7%2d12%20Language%20Arts%2f8th%20Grade&Folder
http://sharepoint.husd.org/sites/promethean/Shared%20Documents/Forms/normal.aspx?RootFolder=%2fsites%2fpromethean%2fShared%20Documents%2f7%2d12%20Language%20Arts%2f8th%20Grade&Folder
http://sharepoint.husd.org/sites/promethean/Shared%20Documents/Forms/normal.aspx?RootFolder=%2fsites%2fpromethean%2fShared%20Documents%2f7%2d12%20Language%20Arts%2f8th%20Grade&Folder
http://sharepoint.husd.org/sites/promethean/Shared%20Documents/Forms/normal.aspx?RootFolder=%2fsites%2fpromethean%2fShared%20Documents%2f7%2d12%20Language%20Arts%2f8th%20Grade&Folder
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8 RL 6 

Analyze how differences in the points of 
view of the characters and the audience or 
reader (e.g., created through the use of 
dramatic irony) create such effects as 
suspense or humor.  
 
(Level: Differentiate, Assess) 

Literary Response 
Travels with Charley by John Steinbeck is considered a travelogue. How 
does the structure contribute to the meaning in a manner different than 
poetry? Talk about your ideas with a partner. Then, in your journal, 
describe how Steinbeck uses point of view and other literary devices to 
convey his thoughts and feelings about America. Cite specific 
examples/page numbers from the text.  
(RL.8.1, RL.8.2, RL.8.4, RL.8.5, RL.8.6, L.8.1, L.8.2) 
 
• Students will understand various types of point of view (e.g., limited 
omniscient, omniscient, first person, second person, third person, 
objective). 
• Students will understand the effect of an omniscient point of view, 
specifically when this is combined with the character’s limited perspective, 
and that this may create effects such as suspense or humor. The students 
will analyze how differing points of view in a text by characters or by an 
audience or reader can create suspense or humor.  For example, in Roald 
Dahl’s “The Hitchhiker,” the audience is aware of the main character’s 
background, which creates suspense for the reader. This contrasts with the 
points of view of the other characters in the story.  Another example in 
Edgar Allan Poe’s “The Tell Tale Heart” in which the reader is aware of the 
body beneath the floor boards, although the authorities are not. This 
creates suspense, especially as the main character’s point of view is 
revealed and he begins to “hear” the heart beating. 
 

 

8 RL 7 

Analyze the extent to which a filmed or 
live production of a story or drama stays 
faithful to or departs from the text or 
script, evaluating the choices made by the 
director or actors.   
 
(Level: Compare, Identify Patterns) 

Graphic Organizer 
As you read plays (and view the films), take notes in your journal about 
particular lines of dialogue or incidents that propel the action, reveal 
aspects of a character, or provoke a decision. Be sure to note page numbers 
with relevant information so you can go back and cite the text during class 
discussion. 
• What is the setting of the play? 
• Who are the major and minor characters? 

HUSD Materials, 

Resources, and 

Assessments 

 

http://sharepoint.husd.org/sites/promethean/Shared%20Documents/Forms/normal.aspx?RootFolder=%2fsites%2fpromethean%2fShared%20Documents%2f7%2d12%20Language%20Arts%2f8th%20Grade&Folder
http://sharepoint.husd.org/sites/promethean/Shared%20Documents/Forms/normal.aspx?RootFolder=%2fsites%2fpromethean%2fShared%20Documents%2f7%2d12%20Language%20Arts%2f8th%20Grade&Folder
http://sharepoint.husd.org/sites/promethean/Shared%20Documents/Forms/normal.aspx?RootFolder=%2fsites%2fpromethean%2fShared%20Documents%2f7%2d12%20Language%20Arts%2f8th%20Grade&Folder
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• What is the theme of the play? 
• What problems are faced by the character(s)? How does he/she 
overcome this challenge? 
• Which lines of dialogue or events were pivotal to the play? Why? 
• Describe the use of literary techniques, such as flashback, in the play. 
How do these reveal the point of view of the character and create 
suspense? 
Your teacher may give you the opportunity to share your notes with a 
partner who read the same text, prior to class discussion.  
(RL.8.3, RL.8.6, RL.8.7, RL.8.1, RL.8.2) 
 
• Students will read a text or script and then analyze whether the filmed or 
live production of the text or script is faithful to it.  Students evaluate 
choices made by directors or actors to either stay faithful to or depart from 
the script. 
• Students will read William Golding’s novel, Lord of the Flies and then 
watch the movie to analyze the choices made by the directors or actors to 
either stay faithful to or depart from the events, characters, etc., in the 
original novel. 
• Students will view a dramatic portrayal of a historical event or character 
to analyze the extent to which it stays faithful or departs from the historical 
accuracy of the event or character and evaluate the choices made by the 
director or actors of the dramatic portrayal. 

 


